Nuts and bolts of psychiatric genetics: building on the Human Genome Project.
Schizophrenia and bipolar affective disorder are chronic, disabling illnesses that together affect 2% of the population. Genetic factors are known to be important in their development, but there are, as yet, no confirmed susceptibility genes. Here we discuss important issues in terms of alternative genetic strategies (linkage, association and/or cytogenetics) in the identification of candidate genes for the major psychoses. We discuss the impact of the Human Genome Project, the role of comparative genetics in finding and testing positional candidates, and the prospects for rational drug design and personalized medicine.